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THE   HOME   OF   MANKIND

and lighthouses (Lindesnacs is the oldest lighthouse on the
Norwegian coast, and even that is of comparatively recent date),
no outsiders would come within a dozen miles of this dangerous
coast. Although the story of the famous Maelstrom between two
of the Lofoten Islands has been greatly exaggerated, no inexperi-
enced skipper would venture into this watery labyrinth without
at least half a dozen natives to show him the way. Those pirates
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therefore who made their own familiar fjord their base of opera-
tions knew that they had little to fear as soon as they were within
sight of the home range of mountains, and they made very good
use of this natural advantage. They improved their ships and their
fighting technique until they could venture forth as far as England
and Ireland and Holland. Once they had discovered the road
to these comparatively nearby places, they gradually lengthened
their voyages until the people of France and of Spain and Italy
and far-off Constantinople began to feel uncomfortable whenever
some returning merchantman reported that he had seen the dragon
of a Viking ship somewhere in the neighbourhood.
During the early part of the ninth century they plundered